Spurs defeat 
Clippers 109-91 


S.A. uses third-quarter surge to pull away 
from undermanned Los Angeles. Page C1 
» RB Elliott returns to Cowboys after 
six-game suspension. Page C1 
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in massacre 
at church 
improving 
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ineligible 
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Train crash 
in Northwest 
proves deadly 


A derailment of an Amtrak train Monday 
near Tacoma, Wash., left at least three 
people dead and dozens hurt. The 
derailment sent a locomotive onto 
Interstate 5, and two coaches fell partly in 
its lanes. The train was on the inaugural 
run of a new high-speed service. A6 
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At Bussey’s Flea Market, Johnny Lambeth carries deer antlers he bought for a friend who makes knife handles. 


BUZZING WITH STUFF 


STAFF WRITER 


Coins and other items fill a display at a stall at 
Bussey’s, which opened in 1979 and has since 
more than tripled in size. 


Collectors lured 
for decades to 
Bussey’s market 


By John MacCormack 


For generations of area flea 
market hounds, the giant beige 
armadillo — now draped with 
Christmas lights — beside In- 
terstate 35 just north of San 
Antonio has been a familiar, 
welcoming beacon. 


With up to 500 vendors and 
thousands of shoppers turning 
out each weekend, Bussey’s 


Flea Market resembles a bus- 


tling Third World mercado or 
bazaar. Here, almost everything 


under the sun is for sale anda 


one. 


little polite dickering offends no 


Tools, furniture, used cloth- 
ing, old comics, costume jew- 
elry, appliances, pet food, dent- 
ed brass instruments, plants, 
golf clubs, old record albums 
and electronics from the 1970s 
are just the beginning. 

Bussey’s continues on A2 


Cruz-authored break for patrons 


of private schools part 


By Kevin Diaz 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


» Tax bill: More endorsements 
from Republicans added. A4 


» W4 forms: Concerns about 


WASHINGTON — With the | adjustment tied to tax bill. BI 


Republican-led Congress am- 


bling toward final passage this 
week of major tax reform de- 
cried by Democrats, U.S. Sen. 
Ted Cruz of Texas already has 
begun campaigning on a school 
choice provision giving tax 


breaks to families that home- 
school or send their children to 
private or religious schools. 

In recent weeks since the 
Texas Republican narrowly 


of tax bill 


secured his “Student Opportu- 
nity Amendment” in the GOP 
tax bill — with an assist from 
Vice President Mike Pence, 
who cast the tie-breaking vote 
— Cruz’s 2018 Senate campaign 
has been heralding the mea- 
sure to a key Texas constituen- 
cy: religious conservatives. 

In a campaign-style video 

Taxes continues on A4 


Republican 
U.S. Sen. Ted 
Cruz of Texas 
has called 
school choice 
“the civil 
rights issue 
of our time.” 


Trustee 
denies 
taking 
bribes 


Ex-SAISD board 
member testifies 


By Alia Malik 


STAFF WRITER 


Testifying in her own defense Monday at her 
federal bribery trial, former San Antonio In- 
dependent School District trustee Olga Her- 
nandez denied accepting gifts to help steer 
contracts that benefited a local insurance bro- 
kerage firm and said she wasn’t aware of any 
conspiracy to do so. 

Hernandez said she was trying to do right by 
SAISD employees when she listened to detailed 
briefings from insurance broker Sam Mullen 
and his associates about insurance contracts 
before she voted for them — and that she 
thought of the plane tickets, complimentary 

Trial continues on A9 


Former 
SAISD 
trustee Olga 
Hernandez 
said at her 
bribery trial 
that she 
thought of 
gifts she 
received from 
an insurance 
broker and 
his associates 
seeking 
business 
from the 
district as 
favors from 
friends. 


John Davenport / Express-News 


Security plan 
for U.S. cites 
‘America First’ 


But Trump speech doesn’t 
go into what threats are 


By Mark Landler and David E. Sanger 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump 
presented a blueprint for the country’s national 
security Monday that warns of a treacherous 
world in which the U.S. faces rising threats from 
an emboldened Russia and China, as well as from 
what it calls rogue governments, such as North 
Korea and Iran. 

To fend off these multiple challenges, the report 
says with Cold War urgency, the government 
must put “America First,” fortifying its borders, 
ripping up unfair trade agreements and rebuild- 

Security continues on A4 
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Texas map sales aim to help 
ál preserve heritage. Page A8 
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